
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI

LOCAL RULE PROVISIONS AND BANKRUPTCY COURT PROCEDURES REGARDING
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITY AGREEMENTS

(For Cases Filed on or after May 21, 2007)

Local Rule 2014-1 states:

Employment of Attorney for Debtor(s) in Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 Cases. 
The attorney for debtor(s) in Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 cases shall enter into a
Rights and Responsibilities Agreement with each represented debtor.  The Rights
and Responsibilities Agreement shall conform to the Agreement adopted by this
Court. 

Local Rule 2016-1D states:

When Application Unnecessary.  If debtor attorney’s  total fee in a case is 
$3,000 or less, and if the attorney and his client have signed the applicable Rights
and Responsibilities Agreement (See Local Forms MOW 2014-1.1 or 2014-1.2),
the disclosure of fees in initial filings is sufficient and it is unnecessary to file an
application under subpart C of this rule

Bankruptcy Court Procedure

The chapter 7 and chapter 13 debtor’s attorney must make an entry on the docket to certify to the
Court that a Rights and Responsibilities Agreement ( R & R Agreement) has or has not been
executed.  This entry shall be made contemporaneously with case opening.  The entry is a text
entry; there is no need to prepare and attach a pdf document.  The docket event can be found at:

Bankruptcy > Other > Debtor Attorney Certification re: Rights (text only)

A drop down menu within the event allows the filer to select:

For cases where the R & R Agreement has been executed, the final event text reads:



For cases where the R & R Agreement has not been executed, the final event text reads:

As indicated in the text above, attorneys choosing not to execute the R & R Agreement with the
debtor(s) will file a motion for compensation with the court pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 2016. 
If the motion for compensation exceeds $1,000, all creditors must be noticed (See Local Form
MOW 2016-1).  The new local rules have no effect on the requirement to file an Attorney
Disclosure of Compensation with every new case pursuant to 11 USC § 329.

If the Certification is not filed, the Court will enter the following show cause order to the
debtor’s attorney:

If you have any questions about the Local Rule or this Procedure, please contact Roberta
Kostrow by phone at 816-512-1818 by e-mail to:

roberta.kostrow@mow.uscourts.gov


